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From June 24th 1983 ABC NEWS Coverage of the STS-7 landing 


e Landed at 9:57:00 A.M E.T / 6:57:00 A.M P.T 


STS-7 CREW: 


Commander: Robert L. Crippen 

Pilot: Frederick H. Hauck 

Mission Specialist 1:John M. Fabian 
Mission Specialist 2:Sally K. Ride 
Mission Specialist 3:Norman E. Thagard 





should pass right in front of us right on the nominal track uh flight dynamics officer will spot reports are we 
missing this time the chase planes there there is no camera on the chase plane this time steve because uh 
this was not the primary landing on wide slope and turning toward the center line and i'll i'll tell you there's still 
a few goose pimples back here even though we're uh we're 3000 miles away also a plane took off here uh 
right after the uh no go decision 292 uh bringing the post landing operations crew out there ken you're going 
to get them a little bit later this afternoon from ksc that convoy is cut down to half its size this time right and 
the the remaining people left from here might remind you ken there is a navy captain at the controls again so 
you ought to see a smooth on landing no less on challenger that old famous challenger she sure is pretty 
from here i'm sure you've got 500 feet 281 knots far more spectacular view of course that landing gear is the 
next most critical uh part of this landing it's a lot clearer there than it is here ken still very overcast here it's a 
beautiful day here not a cloud in the sky see it now looks like he's right on target from here the best we can 
see she sure is pretty closest landing i've ever seen there they are here [Music] it sounds like there's a lot of 
excitement even though there's not many people there not many people but thrilling nonetheless come on 
touchdown [Music] 





[Music] well we may not have been there but i think everyone here at the cape shares the sentiment we just 
heard from where you are ken beautiful landing again steve well i think it's a tribute to the the whole design of 
the entire program that we can make decisions that come into places like edwards when the weather gets 
bad here and of course in the future they hope that if the weather is bad at places like florida they can use 
their instrument landings but they can't do it until they've done it manually at least once or twice 10 seconds 
so we have the challenger spacecraft a safe landing from what must be remembered as one of the most 
successful of the flights of the space shuttle despite the diversion because of weather remember on this 
mission that two satellites were deployed in space for profit one a canadian one an indonesian also sally ride 
the first woman astronaut part of the team that uh played if you will with a satellite uh played tag in a way that 
will set up the future of being able to repair satellites in space this has been coverage of the landing of the 


space shuttle challenger now on the ground safely at edwards air force base in california i'm steve bell 
[Music] so live coverage of today's space shuttle landing has been a special events presentation of abc news 
we now resume our regular program schedule after this 
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after this the space shuttle is down but not down where they want it 


END 


